
Importance of Stacking


John Wooden: Coach at UCLA focused on first day of practice on putting on

         your socks, tying your shoes.

If you have the details right, everything’s else needed for success will fall 

        into place.

As athletes, details (fundamentals) matter very much. Must learn to dribble 

        before you run a fast break. Must learn defensive stance to before 

        learning 2/3 defense or press. It’s all about fundamentals. 


Our relationship with God is the same:


A. If you don’t have the right foundation, the stack won’t stand 
Ephesians 2:20-22 
19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, 
being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built 
together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

Our foundation must be Jesus. He is what we are about.

	 	 	 John 14:6, John 17:17, John 1:17

B. The importance of building a foundation before you need it. 
Matthew 7:24-27 
24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise 
man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 
26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish 
man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” 

Many people seek God too late  Mt 25:31-46, Mt 7:21-23

C. The more you build it, the greater the accomplishment  
2 Peter 1:5-9 
5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 
6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to 
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and 
abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 
6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to 
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and 
abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For 
he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his old sins. 

This is true of a basketball tournament:	 Even more true of life.



