
When Life Stinks 
A Study of the Book of Ruth 

 

Chapter One:  Making a Commitment 
 
But Ruth said, "Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. 
For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people 
shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there 
will I be buried. May the LORD do so to me and more also if anything but 
death parts me from you."  Ruth 1:16-17 

 

Chapter Two:  Getting to Work 
 
“But Boaz answered her, "All that you have done for your mother-in-law 
since the death of your husband has been fully told to me, and how you left 
your father and mother and your native land and came to a people that you 
did not know before. The LORD repay you for what you have done, and a full 
reward be given you by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you 
have come to take refuge!" Ruth 2:11-12 

 

Chapter Three:  Letting God Work 
 
He said, "Who are you?" And she answered, "I am Ruth, your servant. Spread 
your wings over your servant, for you are a redeemer." And he said, "May you 
be blessed by the LORD, my daughter. You have made this last kindness 
greater than the first in that you have not gone after young men, whether 
poor or rich. And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you 
ask, for all my fellow townsmen know that you are a worthy woman.”  
Ruth 3:9-11 

 

Chapter Four:  Reaping the Benefits 
 
So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the 
LORD gave her conception, and she bore a son. Then the women said to 
Naomi, "Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a 
redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a 
restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who 
loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him."  
Ruth 4:13-15 


